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Kerala Opens Doors for Agri-Business Partnerships

PRGI No. KARBIL/2015/62120
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KERA Invites Companies to Build Productive Alliances with Farmers

The Kerala Government, with support
from the World Bank under the Kerala
Climate Resilient Agri-Value Chain
Modernization (KERA) Project, has
launched a landmark initiative to build
strong and sustainable partnerships
between Farmer Producer Companies
(FPCs) and leading agri-business
enterprises. The initiative invites
applications from farm and non-farm
based companies, agri-business firms, supermarket chains,
exporters, and e-commerce platforms to collaborate with farmer
collectives across Kerala. The objective is to create productive
alliances that connect Kerala's premium agricultural produce to
local, national, and international markets, ensuring better price
realization and assured market linkages for farmers. As part of
the programme, 150 Productive Alliances (PAs) will be
established in three phases across three regions of the state. The
first phase will focus en forming 50 alliances in the northern
districts of Kasaragoed, Kannur, Wayanad, Kozhikode, and
Malappuram. Under the KERA project, eligible companies will
receive grants of up to 60 per cent of the total alliance cost,

KRR

The Department of ENT Father Muller
Medical College in association with the
Department of Audiology at Father
Muller College (Speech & Hearing)
successfully organized a Cochlear
Implant CME and live surgery program
on 6th February 2026. The first ever
Cochlear Implant surgery in Father }
Muller Medical College Hospital
(FMMCH) was performed under the
surgical mentor ship of Padmashree Prof.
Dr Milind Kirtane. Dr Kirtane is a legendary ENT surgeonwho is a
pioneer in Cochlear Implant surgery and has performed over
4000 implants all across the country. On this remarkable
occasion, an inauguration program under the leadership of Dr
Vinay V. Rao, HOD, Department of ENT and the organizing
chairman of the event, was canducted. The event commenced
with lamp lighting ceremony, presided over by Rev. Fr Faustine
Lucas Lobo (Director, FMCI), Rev. Dr Micheal Santhmayor
(Administrator, FMMC), Rev. Fr George Jeevan Sequeira
{Administrator, FMMCH), Dr Anthony Sylvan Dsouza (Dean,
FMMC) and other dignitaries. Dr Vinay V. Rao (Professor and
Head, ENT department) welcomed the gathering. Dr Sana
Aboobaker (Organising secretary) introduced the chief guest/
mentor surgeon, Prof Dr. Milind V. Kirtane. Dr Kirtane addressed
the gathering and congratulated the institution and department

URryu Pﬂﬂs'g
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CME & LIVE SURGERY ON COCHLEAR IMPLANT SURGERY AT FATHER MULLER

subject to a maximum of 2 crore, for
production investments and business
development activities. In addition,
participating companies will benefit from
three years of expert technical assistance.
Companies with a minimum annual
turnover of 10 crore and a demonstrated
commitment to working with Kerala's
farming communities are eligible to
apply. Farmer Producer Companies with

C,

=

at least two years of operational experience, a minimum of 200
farmer members, and an annual turmover of 10 lakh are also
encouraged to participate. Addressing a press conference at the
Mangalore Press Club, Suresh C. Thampi, Deputy Director of
Agriculture, Government of Kerala, and Procurement Officer of
KERA, said that interested companies must submit their

applications through the official portal
https://pa kera kerala.govin/auth/login. For further details, he
advised contacting +91 90378 24060.The initiative is expected
to strengthen Kerala’s agri-value chains, promote climate-
resilient agriculture, and enhance income opportunities for
farmers through strateqic public-private collaboration.

of ENT for having started the cochlear
implant program for the first time in
the institution's histary. He also shared
words of admiration for the
management for their benevolent
gesture of sponsoring the cochlear
implant for the patient. Dr Kirtane was
felicitated with a memento by the
Director. Rev, Fr Faustine Lucas Lobo
then addressed the gathering and
emphasized on the importance of
bringing in progress through new advancements in the field of
otorhinolaryngology, which will help the institution to serve the
people in need of their services and to uphold the institution’s
145 yr old legacy. Dr Sana Aboobaker then delivered the vote of
thanks, concluding the inaugural ceremaony.The program was
followed by cochlear implant surgery of a 3 year old recipient by
Prof. Dr Kirtane. After the surgical implantation of the device,
faculties from Department of Audiclogy performed the NRT and
confirmed successful insertion of the implant. The surgery was
completed and patient was shifted to post operative ward with
stable vitals. The Department of ENT grateful to the
management, chief guest and all the participants for making the
event a grand success. Prof Cynthia Santumayor Principal of FMC
{Sp & Hg) too graced the CME and along with her faculty
monitored the live surgery,

Mangalore, 10th February 2026: Bank
of Barcda, India’s International Bank, l
today announced a reduction of 30 basis
points in its Car Loan interest rates with
immediate effect, The Bank's floating rate now starts from 7.60%*
p.a. (down from 7.90% p.a.). The Bank also offers an attractive
fixed rate of interest an Baroda Car Loans, starting at 8.50%* p.a.
The new rate beginning at 7.60% p.a. is available on the purchase
of a new car and is linked to a borrower’s credit profile.In addition
to a reduced ROI, the Bank is also offering borrowers zero
prepayment/part-payment charges on floating rate car loans for
individual borrowers. Further, the interest on Baroda Car Loans -
both fixed and floating loans - is calculated enthe Daily Reducing
Balance method, making it even more affordable for borrowers.
Customers can also benefit from an extended repayment tenure
of up to 84 months, providing enhanced financial flexibility.
Commenting on the announcement, Shri Sanjay V. Mudaliar,
Executive Director, Bank of Baroda said, "The reduction in car lean

interest rates makes Bank of Baroda one of the most

ﬁﬁ 3im m competitive players in the market and reflects our

2R 45T £ continued focus on offering affordable and accessible

credit to consumers. Bank is committed to delivering
customer-centric, digitally-enabled financing solutions to
support the growing aspiration of car buyers across the
country.'Baroda Car Loans can be availed seamlessly through
the Bank's Digital Lending Platform available on the Bank's
website, bob World app or by visiting any Bank of Baroda branch
across the country, Key Features of Bank of Baroda Car Loans:
* Floating interest rate car loans starting at 7.60% p.a.
* Fixed interest rate car loans starting at 8.50% p.a.
' Mo prepayment/part-payment charges on floating ROI for
individuals
* Interest calculated on the Daily Reducing Balance method
* Flexible repayment tenure of up to 84 months
* Baroda Digital Car Loans available with quick approval in
justafewsteps

Agnesian Alumni Reunite for ‘Day at Home', Celebrating Achievements and Memories

The hallowed portals of Saint
Agnes College (Autonomous)
came alive with nostalgia,
laughter, and celebration as the
Saint Agnes Alumni Assoclation
hosted its annual gathering,
‘Agnesian Day at Home', on
Sunday. Around 220 alumni from §
different decades returned to W
their alma mater, proving that |§
while time moves on, the

Agnesian spirit remains timeless, The event began with a soulful
prayer song led by Ms. Marrilyn and her group, setting a serene
and heartfelt tone. Sr Dr M. Venissa A.C., Principal, delivered a
warm welcome, encouraging alumni to reconnect with their
roots and reminding them that the doars of Saint Agnes are
always open. The program was smoothly anchored by Lavina
Aranha, Master of Ceremonies. The Chiet Guest, Or Lavina
Moronha, renowned Director of Ave Maria Palliative Care and
proud alumna, was felicitated for her exemplary contributions to
social service. In her inspiring address, Dr Noronha shared the
journey of establishing her palliative care centre, attributing her

compassion and resilience to the
foundation laid by her alma mater.
The day sparkled with a series of
vibrant cultural performances that
4 il showcased the diverse talents of the
EEN Y Agnesian community. Sushravya U,
a Golden Book of World Record
! holder, was formally honoured for her
| histaric achieverment. The college’s
| Manipuri students enchanted the

audience with a traditional Kuki tribe
dance, while a group of spirited alumni led by Geanette Dsouza
delivered an energetic dance performance, earning loud cheers
from the crowd. Adding to the excitement, Amitha conducted
interactive games, bringing out the friendly competitive spirit of
attendees. The gathering concluded with a sense of warmth and
camaraderie as alumni spent the afterncon rekindling old
friendships, sharing cherished memories, and enjoying a
celebratory lunch. The Agnesian Day at Home was mare than a
reunion; it was a testament to the enduring bonds between the
college and its global network of alumni, celebrating excellence,
community, and the timeless Agnesian spirit.
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The NSS Umt c:f Mllagres

College, Mangalore,

commenced its Annual
Special Camp from 6 to 12
February 2026, with a grand
inauguration at Holy Angels
Higher Primary School,
Shirthady. The week-long
residential programme aims
to nurture social responsibility, leadership, and a spirit of service
among student volunteers, The event began at 5:00 p.n. with a
soulful invocation, creating a reflective and inspiring atmosphere,
Rev. Fr Bonaventure Mazareth formally inaugurated the camp by
symbolically watering a sapling. In his address, he outlined the
camp's objectives, rules, and expectations, emphasizing
discipline, teamwork, and wholehearted participation as the
carnerstanes of the programme. Rev. Dr Alwin Serrao, Principal,
highlighted the pivotal role of NSS in shaping socially conscious
youth. He encouraged volunteers to embrace experiential
learning, engage actively with the community, and contribute
meaningfully to society throughout the camp. The inauguration
was further honoured by the presence of Austin Dsa, Vice
President of the Church Pastoral Council; Silvia Dsa, Secretary of
the Church Pastoral Council, Wilfred Pinto, Church Council
Coordinator; Daina Lobo, Principal of Milagres Nursing College;
and Favia Crasta, who extended their support and encouragement
to the volunteers. The programme was elegantly compered by
Spoorti, NS5 Secretary, ensuring smooth proceedings, and the
gathering was welcomed by Joel Mascarenhas, NSS Programme
Officer. The event concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks by
Vanya, NSS volunteer, expressing gratitude to the dignitaries,
arganisers, and volunteers who made the inauguration a success.
The inauguration setan enthusiastic and positive tone for the NS5
Annual Special Camp, inspiring volunteers to actively participate
in the planned activities and serve the community with dedication
and commitment,

- A Full filled fiesta at
The Yenepoya School

The Yenepoya School, in
collaboration with Yenepoya
World School Akshara House
of Children, and Yenepoya PU
College, celebrated 25 years of
excellence with a spectacular
extravaganza — FesTYS 2026 A
Fun-Filled Fiesta, held at The
Yenepoya School grounds, The
event transformed the campus
into a lively hub of excitement, bringing together students,
families, and community members for an unforgettable evening
of joy and celebration, The fiesta offered an array of engaging
activities that delighted attendees of all ages. From exciting
games and karaoke sessions to face painting, balloon art, live
band performances, and dance shows, every corner of the venue
buzzed with energy and enthusiasm. A variety of food stalls
serving delectable treats added flavor to the testivities, keeping
everyone energized throughout the evening.The event's vibrant
theme encouraged active participation from both students and
parents, creating a warm, communal atmosphere. Crganizers
emphasized that FesTYS was not just a celebration, but a
testament to the schools' commitment to nurturing creativity,
community spirit, and holistic development.With music, laughter,
and spectacular performances filling the air, FesTYS 2026 truly
lived up to its promise of being a "fun-filled fiesta” The
celebration left participants with cherished memories, new
friendships, and a renewed sense of togetherness, marking
another milestone in the schools' journey of excellence.

FesTYS 2026

288 Residents Benefit from

Free Eye Check-up Camp in Vamanjoor

In a significant effort
to prioritize community
health, the Dharma
Jyothi Social Centre,
Vamanjoor, in collabo-
ration with the School
of Social Work, Roshni
Nilaya, Mangalore,
organized a compre-
hensive free eye check-
up camp on February 8,
2026. The event, held at
the Vidya Jyothi English Medium School premises, saw an
impressive turnout of 288 local residents who received profes-
sional eye care services. Highlights of the Camp: * Expert
Consultation: A speclalized team of doctors from Prasad
Metralaya Super Speciality Eye Hospital, Mangalore, con-
ducted the screenings and provided medical advice. *
Affordable Care: Sayyed, the hospital's PRO, announced that
free spectacles would be distributed to needy individuals.
Furthermore, the hospital offered retina surgeries and
advanced treatments at discounted rates for camp partici-
pants. * Collaborative Effort: The initiative was a joint venture
between social service organizations and educational institu-
tions to reach the grassroots level. Inaugural Ceremony ; The
camp was officially inaugurated in a ceremony presided over
by Sr lda SRA (Headmistress of Vidya Jyothi English Medium
School) and 5r Veera Monis SRA (Director of Dharma Jyothi
Social Centre), with the presence of Dr Shilpa. The program
commenced with a warm welcome by Sunitha, and the pro-
ceedings were smoothly coordinated by Renita, who served as
the compere for the event.
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