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KARAVALI SUDDI
A Century of Faith, Culture and Commumty

PRGI No. KARBIL/2015/62120

Salnt Jnseph Natak Sangh {SJNS) marked a prnud and historic milestone as it celebrated It:-:- centenary
with a grand and graceful programme at its premises, honouring 100 years of dedicated service, faith and
community building. The celebrations began on a festive nole as Bishop Dr Peter Paul Saldanha and other
dignitaries were warmly received by the SJNS committee and led in a colourful procession accompanied by
the renowned Jeppu Brass Band. A prayer dance set a reverent tone for the evening, followed by a cordial
welcome by Parish Priest Rev. Fr Maxim Dsouza and the lighting of the sacred lamp.SINS president
Michael Dsouza traced the organisation's humble beginnings and highlighted the invaluable contributions of
Jesuit priests in shaping its legacy. Asolemn tribute was paid to departed directors and office bearers, while
all former cffice bearers were felicitated. Special recognition was accorded to the late Wify Rebimbus, Edwin
Metio, Vijay Alfred and Jacintha Alfred for their lasling guidance to youth and the Parish.A key highlight of the
evaning was the unvailing of the SJNS renovation master plan, presented by the development commitles,
outlining a vision to modernise facilities and strengthen community service for generations to
come.Presiding over the formal programme, Bishop Dr Peter Paul Saldanha lauded SUNS for its
unwavering commitment to Christian values, cultural enrichment and social welfare over the past century.
Distinguished guests on the dais echoed similar sentiments, appreciating SJNS for nurturing talents and
fostering community spirit. Adding a nostalgic touch, a special documentary traced the remarkable journey
of SJNS from its early days to its present stature as a vibrant community institution. The celebrations
concluded with a lively cultural programme by parish youth and a heartfell vote of thanks by SJNS secrelary
Shalet Dsouza.The centenary celebration stood as a proud fribute to a glorious past and a hopeful beginning
forthe next hundred years of service and solidarity,

Rotary Club Bantwal Lights the Way for Visually Impaired Musicians

In a heart-warming humanitarian initiative near Bajal Padil,
Mangaluru, Rotary Club Bantwal has stepped forward to transform the
lives of a group of visually impaired yet exceptionally talented
musicians, opening new doors of dianity and self-reliance.Seven blind
musicians currently live In a modest renied house, sustaining
themselves entirely through music performances at temples, fairs and
public events. What began nearly a decade ago with four young men
arflving at the KSRTC bus stand with nothing but hope—and a
stranger's gift of Rs 500—has today grown Inlo a collective of 1520
trained singers and percussionists. Rejecting the label of 'disabled’,

they proudly call themselves 'differently gifted’, believing their musical talents are a divine blessing.
Recognising their potential, Rotary Club Bantwal has alletted a 15-cent plol of land to build a residential
training centre. The proposed facility will offer music education, basic computer training and vocational
skills, while also welcoming local children interested in music.With guidance from Sevanjali Trust's Krishna
Kumar Poonja and strong community support, the initiative aims to create not just a shelter, but a future
rooted in independence, self-respect and hope—proving that compassion, when shared, can truly change
lives.
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In a strong message to deter reckless driving,
Mangaluru City Police Commissioner Sudheer Reddy
on Tuesday wamed that motorists who drive under the
influence of alcohol and cause fatal accidents will be
booked under the charge of culpable homicide, which
carries a punishment of up to 10 years' imprisonment. g%
He was speaking after inaugurating the National Road S 2
Safety Month celebrations, organised by the Kamataka
State Police, at the Kudmul Ranga Rao Town Hall. Emphasising that road safety is a shared
responsibility, Commissioner Reddy said offences such as drunk driving and praviding vehicles lo
minors would be dealt with strictly, noting that compliance with trafiic rules remains poor despile
sustained awarenass campalgns."Every driver must cultivate the mindset of driving cautiously,
remaining alert even il others make mistakes,” he said. adding thal true change would come only when
individuals begin to question their own responsibilities, "When that happens, our city will witness fewer
accidents and social problems."Chief guest Devadas Kapikad, noted Tulu theatre personality and film
director, observed that negligence-related accidents can be prevented when drivers remember that
their families await their safe return home. Renowned neurosurgeon DrArfjun Shetty stressed that strict
adherence to traffic rules, especially while carrying passengers or handing over vehicles, could
prevent loss of life, lifelong physical suffering and deep emotional trauma to families. Addressing the
galhering, Jaibunnisa, Judge of the Mangaluru District Sessions Court, revealad thal 4.5 lakh road
accidents were reported across the country in 2025, resulting in 1.8 lakh deaths. Alarminaly, 55 per
cent of the victims were in the 18-35 age group. In Mangaluru alone, over 600 drunken driving cases
have been detected, underlining the urgent need for siricter observance of traffic laws.As part of the
programme, students of The Yenepoya School presented a mime act, while awareness videos
highlighting the causes and impact of major road accidents in the city were screened. Schoolchildren
from various institutions participated in a quiz competition aimed at promofing traffic rule awareness.
Traffic wardens who have bean serving the city selflessly, along with social workers Francis Maxim
Moraes, Hasan, Yiclet Pereira, Roshan Roy Sigueira, Boobanna, Ramesh Kavoor and Basheer
Haleangadi, were honoured. Traffic police personnel Mansija Banu was specially felicitated for her
examplary duty In transporting an accident victim to hospital on her scooter while on duly.Deputy
Commissioners of Police Mithun Kumar and P Umesh, KSRTC Mangaluru Divisional Controller
Rajesh Shetty, Assistant Commissioners of Palice Geetha Kulkari and Vijay Kanthi, and other officials
were present. ACP Najma Farcogi welcomed the gathering. while RJ Anurag compered lhe
pragramme.,

"Konkan Organization of Toronto’ Unveils 2026-28 Executive Committee

The Konkan Organization of Toronto (KOT) successfully held its
Annual General Meeting (AGM) on January 10 at 11 Lee Centra
Drive, Toronto. Members reviewed the year's activities and
. financials, reaching a consensus on achievements and future plans
in line with the association's incorporation guidelines. The outgoing
commiliee wag formally thanked and dizsolved, with outgoing
President Melwyn Sequeira reflecting on their accomplishments.
Members then elected the new 2026-28 Executive Committee
through a show-of-hands vote, overseen by long-term member
Anthony Castelino. Intraducing the New Leadership The new team,
led by President Melwin Lobo, brings together dedicated
individuals committed to serving the Konkan comimunity in Toronto.
In his address, Lobo expressed gratitude for the opportunity to lead,
emphasizing a mission of community invelvement, cullural
preservation, and growth—values strongly supported by members
of all ages.KOT will continue to highlight achievements, share
activities, and support those living in the Toronto/GTA area or
planning to make it their new home. From spiritual milestones like the Menthi Fest to youth initiatives in
arts and sports, KOT remains a pillar of the Konkan community, fostering connection, heritage, and
pride. About KOT The Konkan Organization of Toronto is dedicated to uniting the Konkan community,
preserving its rich cultural heritage, and creating opportunities for both new and second-generation
members o engage, celebrale, and thrive.

The 10th edition of MediaCon International
Conference and the associated fests of the
School of Communication and Media Studies
(SCMS) at St Joseph's University, Bengalury,
commenced with a thought-provoking inaugural
ceremony in the University auditorium. Film
director Dibakar Banerjee urged students to
“arm themselves intellectually,” warning that
populism and autheoritaranism are no longer
abstract political concepts but everyday
realities. He encouraged young minds to dedicate time to “practicing your dreams, flexing your
brains, and figuring out your goals” to navigate the emerging social and political complexities of the
world. The ceremony was presided over by Vice Chancellor Rev. Dr Victor Lobo 5J, with Registrar Dr
Wajeed Sayed, Dean of SCMS Dr Melwyn Pinto, HoD Dr Marudhu Pandiyan, and coordinators Shabin
P.K., Dr Rupa Peter, Ajay Chandran, Jenil George and Subas Srinivas in attendance. The VC reminded
students, “Media is power. Use it with care; what you create can divide or heal,” emphasizing the
ethical responsibility of media professionals. Themed “Populism and Media," this edition of
MediaCon explored how digital platforms, traditional media and alternative voices influence
palitical discourse, public opinion, and democratic engagement in an increasingly polarized world.
Dr PFinto highlighted the pervasiveness of populism, noting, “Demacracy has been turned into a
drama enacted by populist leaders in many countries today."The inauguration was followed by a
panel discussion, "From Gatekeepers to Algorithms,” moderated by Dr. Maresh Rao of CHRIST
{Deemed to be University), with panelists Subash Rai (The Hindu), Ammu Joseph (journalist and
author) and Pranav MB (Centre for Internet and Society). The session examined how algorithm-
driven platforms amplify populist narratives, with Rai observing, “Rise of right-wing populism is the
problem,” waming that outrage-driven models worsen divisive content online. The first day of

MediaCon drew students, academicians, and industry professionals alike, marking a strong and
engaging start to the conference that promises insightful debates on media, democracy, and
responsibility.

Saint Agnes College Commemorates ‘77th Republic Day’ with Patriotic Fervor

S5aint Agnes College (Autonomous)
Mangaluru, proudly celebrated the 77th
Republic Day in the presence of Chief
Guest Sr Maria Jyotsna A.C., Head Mistress
of Saint Agnes Kannada Higher Primary
School. The event commenced with the
escort of the Chief Guest, the Superior,
Principal and Administrator by NCC cadets
and ANOs from the NCC Army and Air Wing,
Lt. Gayathri B.K. and Flight Officer Dr Hithakshi B.Sr Maria Jyotsna A.C. ceremoniously unfurled the
Tricolor flag alongside Principal S5r Dr. M. Venissa A.C. and 5r Dr Maria Roopa A.C., Superior and Joint
Secretary of Saint Agnes Institutions. In her address, Sr Jyotsna emphasized the significance of
Republic Day, highlighting India’s rich culturat and religious diversity, where unity thrives amidst
peaceful coexistence. She inspired the audience with words of Lal Bahadur Shastri, underlining the
crucial role of personal sacrifice for the nation’s progress and unity.She further described the Indian
Constitution not merely as a set of rules but as a guiding beacon for justice, eguality, and freedom
for every citizen. The celebration was enlivened by a spirited patriotic dance performance by the
MCC cadets, adding enthusiasm and pride to the occasion.
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