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Annual Feast of Harihar Basilica Begins with Solemn Flag Hoisting Ceremony

‘The Miner Basilica of Our Lady of Health, Harthar’,
witnessed a massive gathering of pilgrims on Saturday
as the nine-day annual feast commenced with a solemn
flag-hoisting ceremony, marking the beginning of one
of Karnataka's most significant Marian pilgrimages. The
celebrations began with the blessing of the newly
renovated Grotto of Qur Lady of Health by Msgr. Stany
D'Souza, Following the blessing, Very Rev. Msgr. Stany
D'Souza, Delegate of the Apostolic Administrator of the B
Diocese of Shimoga, formally inaugurated the annual
feast by hoisting the festival flag. He was warmly
welcomed by Basilica Rector, Very Rev. Fr. George K. A, with a
bouquet of flowers, Parish Council Secretary Mr. Gnanaprakash,
who served as the Master of Ceremontes, welcomed the large
gathering of pilgrims and devotees, Solemn Eucharistic
Celebration : Very Rev. Fr. George K. A, Rector of the Shrine, led
the Movena prayers, following which Msgr, Stany D'Souza
presided over the inaugural Holy Eucharist. In his hamily on the
theme "Mary — Mother of the Marginalized," Msgr. Stany
reflected on the Blessed Virgin Mary's role as a source of
comfort and hope for refugees, the bereaved, widows, and all
those who experience suffering and exclusion. Drawing
inspiration from Matthew 25, he emphasized the Christian
responsibility to serve the poor, the vulnerable, and those living
on the margins of society. The inaugural Eucharistic celebration

.'T\

was concelebrated by twenty priests.Thousands of Pilgrims
Gather at Harihar: Thousands of devotees from across
Karnataka and neighbouring states thronged the Basilica to
participate in the opening-day celebrations. Many pilgrims,
dressed in saffron as a mark of faith and tradition, added to the
unique spiritual atmosphere surrounding the pilgrimage. The
enormous influx of devotees resulted in heawvy traffic
congestion in several parts of Harihar, reflecting the deep
devation and enduring faith associated with Harihar Matha.
Adoration, Healing Prayers and Community Meal: Following
the Eucharistic celebration, Fr. Santhosh Almeida led the
Eucharistic Adoration, while Fr. Franklin D'Souza conducted
healing prayers. The spiritual programme concluded with the
solemn Benediction. Priests prayed over the faithful, invoking
God's blessings, healing, comfort, and consolation. The day’s

celebrations concluded with Anna Santharpane,
the traditional community meal shared among
| pilgrims and devotees. Novena Celebrations Until
g September 7: From the day of the flag hoisting
until September 7, Novena Masses, preaching,
7 Eucharistic celebrations, and various devotional
A programmes will be held daily with different
priests leading the spiritual services. The annual
feast will culminate on September 8, the Feast of
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
solemn Eucharistic celebrations and special
liturgical services. Special Prayers for Peace : Special prayers
were also offered for peace throughout the world, particularly
for war-torn nations, their leaders, and all those suffering
because of conflict and violence. The prayers reaffirmed the
Minor Basilica of Qur Lady of Health, Harihar, as an important
centre of faith, prayer, hope, and intercession, Recognised as
one of the largest Marian pilgrimages in Karnataka, the Harihar
annual feast will continue with Movena prayers, daily
Eucharistic celebrations, sermons, and devotional
programmes until the grand culmination on September 8. For
the benefit of devotees unable to participate in person, the
celebrations are also being made available through a live
broadcast, enabling thousands of faithful to join the prayers
and festivities from their homes.

Saint Agnes College {Autonomous), Mangalury, inaugurated
its Microbiologists Society, India (MBSI) Student Unit marking a
significant step towards promating academic engagement,
research awareness and professional interaction among
students of Microbiology. The inaugural programme was held
at the A2 Hall of the college. Dr Bharathi Prakash, Chief State
Coordinator of MBSI and Assoclate Professor in the
Department of Microbiology at University College Mangalury,
inaugurated the Saint Agnes MBSI Student Unit through a
video presentation. Addressing the gathering, Dr Bharathi
Prakash highlighted the role and significance of the
Microbiologists Society, India, an organisation committed to
promoting research, education and community service in the
field of Microbiology. She encouraged students to explore the
vast and diverse applications of the discipline and actively
engage in scientific learning beyond the classroom. She spoke
about various areas of Applied Microbiology, including the
importance of probiotics and beneficial microorganisms in
everyday life. She also highlighted the significance of the
Buttermilk Campaign, an initiative aimed at creating greater

Bank of Baroda to Recruit 2,482 Local
Bank Officers Across India

Bank of Baroda

Bank of Baroda has announced a major recruitment drive to
appoint 2,482 Local Bank Officers (JMG/5-1) on a regular basis
across 20 States and Union Territories, including Karnataka. The
initiative aims to create career opportunities for young banking
professionals, strengthen the Bank's local talent pool and enhance
banking services at the grassroots level A key feature of the
recruitment is that selected candidates will serve in the state for
which they apply for the first 12 years of their service or until
promotion to SMGS-1V Grade, whichever is earlier. The initiative is
expected to strengthen the Bank's local presence by leveraging
officers’ knowledge of regional languages, culture and
markets Key Details. Post; Local Bank Officer (JMG/S-1), Total
Vacancies: 2,482, Age Limit: 21 to 30 years, Qualification:
Graduation from a recognised university, Experience: Minimum
one year of post-qualification experience as an officer in a
Scheduled Commercial Bank, Local Language: Proficiency in the
local language of the respective state is mandatory, Last Date to
Apply: September 7, 2026Eligible candidates can apply online
through the official Bank of Baroda website. Speaking about the
recruitment drive, Bank of Baroda Executive Director Lal Singh said
the initiative would strengthen the Bank's workforce while
creating meaningful career opportunities for local talent and
contributing to regional economic development, The recruitment
drive is expected to further strengthen Bank of Baroda's presence
across the country while supporting inclusive growth and
employment generation,

Let Youth Create New Sporting History: M.A. Gafoor

Youth should draw inspiration from legendary hockey player Major Dhyan
Chand and create new chapters In the history of Indlan sports through talent,
dedication and hard work, said Coastal Development Board Chairman M.A,
Gafoor. He was speaking after inaugurating the National Sports Day celebrations
and Dakshina Kannada district-level swimming competition at the Emmekere
Intemational Swimming Pool in Mangaluru. Gafoor said that youth are the
nation’s greatest strength and their contribution is vital to the couniry’'s
development. He also highlighted the importance of swimming and other sports
in Impraving physical filness and reducing mental stress. Presiding over the
programme, Mamata Gatti, Chairperson of the Karmnataka Geru Development
Corporation, urged parents and educators to encourage children to participate In
sports rather than spending excessive time on mobile phones. She said sports
help develop physical fitness, confidence, concentration and discipline. Several
sports personaliies and officials were present. Sports kits were distributed to
district athletes who had excelled at the state and national levels.

awareness about beneficial microbes and their role in health
and well-being. Sharing her experiences, Dr Bharathi also
spoke about her visits to museums dedicated to Microbiology
in Paris and the Netherlands, offering students a fascinating
glimpse into the history, evolution and public engagement of
the discipline. Vidya Patali, Dean of Science, and Prajwal Rao,
Head of the Department of Microbiology, were present on the
occasion, The newly constituted Saint Agnes MBSI Student
Unit Committee includes Ajay Jovin Sequeira as President,
Aaron Johan Dsouza as Secretary, and Yuvina K. Manoj as
Treasurer, The programme commenced with a prayer song led
by Dimpal and team, followed by a ceremonial welcome to the

dignitaries by Yuvina, The programme was compered by
Aslaha, while Jishma proposed the vote of thanks. The Saint
Agnes MBSI Student Unit expressed its gratitude to Dr Arvind
Deshmulkh, Mational Founder and President of MBSI; Dr T
Praveen, Karnataka State President of MBS and Sr Dr M.
Venissa A.C., Principal of Saint Agnes College (Autonomous),
Mangaluru, for their guidance and encouragement in
prometing academic initiatives and supporting the holistic
development of students. The inaugural programme witnessed
the enthusiastic participation of 80 students from the
Department of Microbiology. The establishment of the student
unit is expected to provide a valuable platform for students to
enhance their academic knowledge, explore research
opportunities, interact with professionals and develop a
deeper understanding of the diverse applications of
Microbiology. The inauguration marked an important
beginning in nurturing scientific curiosity, professional
engagement and greater awareness of the rapidly expanding
world of Microblology among young students.

Rohan Corporation Hands Over ‘'New Bus Shelter’ at Capitanio in Mangaluru

Rohan Corporation India Pvt.
Ltd. inaugurated the new "Rohan
Square Bus Shelter” at Capitanio,
contributing to improved civic
infrastructure and greater
convenience for public transport
commuters, The bus shelter was
inaugurated by D. Vedavyas
Kamath, MLA, in the presence of
Dr Rehan Monteiro, Managing Director; Dian Monteirg,
Director of Rohan Corporation India Pvt. Ltd,; Sandeep Garodi,
Corporator; Sumana, General Manager, James, and other
guests and well-wishers. The new facility is designed to
provide commuters with a safer, more comfortable and
convenient space while waiting for public transport and is
expected to benefit residents, visitors and daily travellers in the

area. Appreciating the initiative, D. Vedavyas
Kamath said that projects undertaken with

the intention of serving people create
~ lasting value and contribute to a more
commuter-friendly Mangaluru. Sandeep
Garodi commended Rohan Corporation for
its continued contribution to the city and for
undertaking initiatives that benefit the
wider community, Speaking on the
accasion, Dr Rohan Manteiro said that development is not only
about creating buildings but also about contributing to the city
and improving the everyday lives of its people, The programme
was hosted by Sowjanya Hegde. Through the initiative, Rohan
Corporation reaffirmed its commitment to supporting civic
development and contributing to the growth and well-being of
the Mangaluru community.

P. A. Polytechnic Celebrates "Graduation Day for the Class of 2026’

P. A. Polytechnic celebrated
its Graduation Day 2026 at
the PACE Auditorium on
Friday, marking a significant
milestone in the academic
journey of the graduating i .
Class of 2026, The ceremony ' Siil- I AL S B &
was formally inaugurated by '

Ahmed Kutty, Director-Finance, PAET, who also presided over
the programme. Dr Rohan 5. Monis, Chief Administrative
Officer, Kanachur Hospital and Research Centre, graced the
occasion as the chief guest. Addressing the graduating
students, Dr Monis described them as the “technically charged
giants of tomorrow" and encouraged them to look beyond
technical knowledge as they step into the professional world.
He emphasised the importance of continuous learning,
resilience, discipline, emotional intelligence, social awareness,
inclusivity, self-awareness and meaningful human
relationships. Speaking on Upper Brain Dynamics, Dr Monis
noted that professional success requires much more than
technical competence. He urged students to cultivate wisdom,
curiosity, emotional maturity, collaboration and adaptability to
meet the changing demands of the modern professional
world.He also introduced GEAR — Gratitude, Empathy,
Accountability and Resolution — as a simple yet meaningful
framework to guide graduates in their personal and
professional lives. Encouraging the students to approach the
future with humility and confidence, he stressed the
importance of lifelong learning and a strong sense of
responsibility towards society and the nation. In his address,
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Ahmed Kutty reiterated P A. Polytechnic's
commitment to academic excellence and
!( f ’( skill development. He urged the
%) | - graduates to uphold the values, discipline
i) | and professional standards imparted by
the institution and contribute to society
with integrity, competence and
responsibility. The Best Outgoing Student
and academic toppers were felicitated for their outstanding
achievements. Graduation certificates were presented to all the
graduands, formally marking the successful completion of their
respective courses, The graduates later took the Graduation
Qath, administered by Prof Ismail Khan, Principal of P A,
Polytechnic, pledging to uphold professional ethics, pursue
excellence and serve society with responsibility. The
programme began with a prayer led by Prof Usman. Prof Ajith
Kumar Vasu, Vice-Principal, delivered the welcome address,
while Ms Anisa introduced the chief guest. Prof Ayshath
Shameema and Nikitha compered the programme, and Prof
Thejaswi Martha proposed the vote of thanks. The ceremony
concluded with the National Anthem, The event was attended
by Sharfuddeen P. K., AGM=Campus, PAET; Haris T. D,, Purchase
Manager, PAET; Dr Sayyad Ameen Ahammad, Dean-Student
Affairs, PAET; Prof Ismail Khan, Principal; Prof Ajith Kumar Vasu,
Vice-Principal; Arfaz, Coordinator; heads of departments,
faculty members, parents and graduating students, The
Graduation Day celebration marked not only the successful
completion of an important academic chapter but also the
beginning of a new journey for the young graduates as they
prepare to contribute to the professional world and society.
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