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Olavina Hall Opens 75-Bed Home for Destitute Women

Marking a significant milestone in its Golden Jubilee celebrations,
Olavina Halli Rehabilitation and Community Development Centre
near Thalapady has inaugurated a new residential block with
facilities to accommodate 75 destitute women, reaffirming its
commitment to caring for the marginalised and vulnerable sections
of society. The newly canstructed facility offers spacious
accommodation, attached bathrooms and dedicated provisions for
medical care, nursing and physictherapy services. The building
replaces three old and dilapidated tiled-roof houses in which the
residents were previously accommodated, providing them with
improved living candilions and belter cara facilities. The residential
block was inaugurated by Sr Luisa Bonforte, Assistant General of
the Sisters of Charity, in the presence of philanthropist Michael
Dsouza and his family, The entire building was blessed by Bishop of
Mangaluru Rev. Dr Peler Paul Saldanha. The basement and a
memaorial museum dedicated to the institution's founder, Sr Amelia
Cimolino, were inaugurated by her nieces, Antonieita and
Eilzabetha Cimalino, along with friends from Italy. The musaum has
been established to preserve the founder's legacy and

commemorale her contribution to the service of humanity.Founded in
1974 by Sr Amelia Cimolino in a village near Thalapady,
approximately 18 km from Mangaluru, Ofavina Halli began its journey
by rehabilitating people recovering from leprosy and fuberculosis.
Dver the decadeas, the institution expanded its mission to provide
sheiter, care and support to abandoned elderly people and young
women with psychiatric and intellectual disabilities. The institution is
managed by the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of Saints
Bartolomea Capitanio and Vincenza Gerosa. Iis five decades of
dedicated service to soclety were recognised with the 2024 Dakshina
Kannada District Rajyotsava Award, The new residential block
became a reality through the generous contributions of donars and
well-wishers. A major share of the financial assistance came from
philanthropist Michael D'Souza. Other contributors included the
children of Alphonse and Gemma Coelho, Antonietta Cimolino and the
Association of Polsa Olavina Halll. Speaking on the oceasion, Bishop
Peter Paul Saldanha appreciated the Sisters of Charity for their
dedicated service to the marginalised and their commitment lo
providing care and dignity to those in need. Philanthropist Michael

Fr Ronald Pais Appointed Rector of Saint Aloysius Institutions

Rev. Fr Ronald Pais SJ, has been appainted the new
Rector of Saint Aloysius Institutions, Mangaluru,
succeeding Rev. Fr Brian Pereira, SJ, who has bean
appointed Provincial of the Kamalaka Jesuit Province.
The appointment was announced by Rev. Fr Arturo
Abascal Sosa, Superior General of the Society of
Jesus, through a letter dated October 28, 2026 (KAR
2026/25).Rev. Fr Ronald brings to this impaortant
responsibility a wealth of experience in pastoral ministry, Jesuit
formation, educational administration, spiritual accompaniment and
institutional leadership. His academic specialisation in counselling
and psychology further strengthens his ability to guide the Saint
Aloysius community in its pursuit of academic excellence, perzanal
growth and holistic education A Journey of Jesuit Formation and
Academic Excellence: Hailing from Dornahalli in the Diocese of
Mysuru, Fr Ronald joined the Sociely of Jesus on June 16, 2000, at
Anand Jyothi Movitiate, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. He pronounced his
First Vows on June 21, 2002, He completed his Juniorate in
Thiruvananthapuram (2002—-2003), pursued his Bachelor of Aris
degree in Dharwad (2003-20086), and studied philosophy at Jnana
Deepa, Pune (2006-2008). He subsequently completed his
theological studies in Berkeley, United States (2009-2012). He was
ordained a Priest on December 8, 2012, Following his Tertianship at
Sitagarha, Hazaribagh, in 2018, he pronounced his Final Vows on
March 10, 2018 Further strengthening his academic credentials, Fr
Ronald obtained a Master of Science degree in Counselling and
Psychology from Sampooma Montfort College, Bengaluru, in 2019,
His professional development also includes specialised training in
mullidimensional approaches to pain and trauma at CCPI,
Hyderabad, In 2023, and participation in the lgnatian Leadership
Programme at Sacred Heart College, Shembaganur, in 2022. His
diverse academic and spiritual formation has equipped him with
valuable insights into personal development, emational well-being,

-

meaningful relationships and collaborative leadership.Extensive
Experience in Pastoral Ministry and Leadership: Throughout his
Jasuil journay, Fr Ronald has served in several imporlant
responsibilities spanning pastoral ministry, vocation promotion,
spiritual formation, education and institutional administration.
Following his ordination, he served in pastoral ministry at 5t
Philomena's Church, Mysuru (2012-2013). He later tock up the
responsibilities of Vocation Promoler and Director of Pre-Novitiale at
MNavasadhana, Bengaluru (2013-2016). His subsequent
assignments included serving as Direclor of the MBA Twinning
Programme at 5t Joseph's Evening College {2017-2018), followed
by his appointment as Minister and Programme Coordinator at the
Spirituality Centre of Fatima Retreat House, Mangaluru {2019-2020),
From 2021 to 2025, he served as Superior of Ashakiran, the Jesuit
schalasticate in Mangaluru. Since 2023, he has also been serving as
a Province Consullor. In June 2025, he assumed the responsibility of
Movice Master at Mount St Joseph, Bengaluru, where he has been
guiding young Jesuits in their initial formation. His wide-ranging
experience reflects his dedication to nurturing vocations,
accompanying individuals in their personal and spiritual journeys,
strengthening communities and advancing the educational and
pastoral mission of the Society of Jesus.A New Chapter for Saint
Aloysius Institutions: As Rector, Fr Ronald will provide spiritual
guidance and institutional leadership to the Saint Aloysius community,
working closely with the management, faculty, staff, students and
other stakeholders to strengthen the institution's longstanding
educational mission and Jesuit traditions. His appointment marks an
important new chapter in the continuing Jourmey of Saint Aloysius
Institutions, which has remained commilted lo academic excellence,
character formation, inclusive education and service to society, The
Jesuits and the Aloysian community extend a warm welcome to Fr
Ronald Pais, S5J, and wish him God's abundant blessings and
success as he takes up this new responsibility,

Father Muller Hospital Achieves Milestone in Minimally Invasive Lung Surgery

Father Muller Medical College Hospital
{(FMMCH] this September — October 2026 has
successfully performed two complex lung
surgeries using the stats-of-the-arl Uniportal
VATS (Video Assistad Thoracoscopic Surgary)
techniqgue. The patients have currently been
doing well post routine check-up in the 3rd
week of October. The surgeries — Right Lower
Lobactomy and Left Upper Lobectomy — were
successfully performed by Dr Elroy Saldanha, Associate Professor,
Department of Surgical Oncology, FMMC on patients diagnosed with
lung disease, Uniportal VAT S is a highly advanced, minimally invasive
approach that involves a single 3 to 4 cmiincision in the chest wall to
perform surgeries of the lung, bronchus and lrachea. Unlike
conventional thoracic surgeries, the procedure requires no rib
excision and no major chest incision. Due to its minimally invasive
nature, the benefits to patients are significant: Faster recovery, Less
post-operalive pain, Reduced hospital stay, Early raturn o routine
activities.Both patients who underwent the procedure have shown
excellent recovery and were discharged within 5 io 7 days. They have
since resumed their normal routine activities. This achievement was
made possible through the concerted team effort of the Department of
Surgical Oncology, Respiratory Medicine and Anaesthesiology. Dr

aint Aloysius College Clinches Double Ba

The spirit of sportsmanship, teamwork and 3

.

Elroy Saldanha has completed
advanced fraining in Minimally
Invasive Uniportal (single port)
WATS at Shanghai Pulmonary
Hospital, China and First Hospital
of Lanzhou University (LZUFH)
under the pioneer of Uniportal
WATS, Dr Diego Gonzalez Rivasin
Seplember 2026. Dr Srishankar
Assistant Professor, Pulmonary Medicine; Dr Carlshma Assistant
Professar, Pulmonary Medicine and Dr Ananth Somayaiji, Assistant
Professor, Anaesthesiology ali from FMMCH were part of the team of
Doctors who steered the palient through the process of surgery and
recovery. Dr Elrey also acknowledaed the supporl of the Operalion
Theatre staff, Post-Operative Staff and Mursing Department for their
exemplary care and steadfastness during and after the surgery. This
milestone marks another step by Father Muller Medical College
Hospital lowards bringing globally advanced, patient-friendly
surgical care lo coastal Karnataka Appreciations galore have been
poured in from the Director FMCI| Rev. Fr Faustine L. Lobo;
Administrator FMMCH, George Sequeira; Dean FMMC; Medical
Superintendent FMMCH for such an innovative procedure done for
the safer recovery of the patient.
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S sketball Crown

healthy competition came alive at
Presidency School and PU College,
Mangalore, as talented young basketball
players from across the district competed in
the District-Level Basketball Tournament
2026, organised by the Department of
School Education (Pre-University), in
association with the institution. The
tournament witnessed thrilling encounters,
outstanding individual performances and
remarkable team spirit in both the boys' and girls' categories,
providing an excellent platform for emerging basketbal| talents to
showcase their skills.The inaugural ceremony was graced by
Manjappa D.R., Inspector, Rural Police Station, Vamanjoor, as the
Chief Guest. The other dignitaries present included H.H. Rajeshwan,
DDPU, Mangalore; Dr Mrinmoy Biswas, Registrar—Accreditation and
Corporate Relations; Dr Arun Devraj, Assistant Director; Prajna
Shetty, Campus Officer; and Raghavendra Shenoy, Principal,
Presidency School and PU College. Addressing the participants, the
dignitaries encouraged the young athletes to uphold the values of
discipling, determination, teamwork and true sportsmanship. They
highlighted the importance of sports in building confidence,
leadership qualities and an overall healthy personality. The matches
in both categories were highly competitive, with participating teams
displaying impressive technical skills, strategic play, excellent
coordination and exceplional sporting spirit. Tournament Reasults:

GIRLS' CATEGORY : Winners: Saint Aloysius College, Runnars-up:
TLC PU Caollege. Most Valuable Player (MVP), Saanvi — Saint
Aloysius Collegse. Besl Shooler: Hitaikshi — TLC PU CollegeBOYS'
CATEGORY : Winners: Saint Aloysius College, Runners-up: TLC PU
College. Most Valuable Player (MVP): lan — TLC PU Collegs. Best
Shooter: Shashwath — Saint Aloysius College.Saint Aloysius College
emerged as lhe undisputed champion of the tournament, securing the
championship titles in both the boys' and girls' categories. TLC PU
College also delivered an impressive performance, finishing as
runners-up in both divisions, The tournament concluded successfully,
celebrating the achievements of the winning teams and recognising
the dedication, hard work and sporting talent of all the participants.
The event reaffimed the institution's commitment to promoting
sportsmanship, teamwork, discipline and healthy competition while
encouraging the holistic development of students through sports,
Tighten this into a newspaper reporl Make the opening more news-
focused.
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Dsouza lauded the Sisters for their selfless service and unwavering
dedication to the institution's mission. Dr M. Vijaya Kumar, Pro-
Chancellor of Yenepoya (Deamed to be University), encouraged the
public to extend support to the institution through initiatives such as
sponsoring meals for its residents. Former administrators and
several individuals who had contributed to the growth and
development of Olavina Halli were also felicitaled as part of the
Golden Jubllee celebrations. The inauguration of the new residential
block marks an important chapter in Olavina Halli's five-decade
journey of compassion and service, strengthening its mission lo
provide shelter, care and dignity to women in nead.

Milagres College, Mangaluru, hosted a lwo-day Inter-Collegiate
Zonal-Level Kabaddi Tournament organised by the Department of
Physical Education, Mangalore University. The tournament
witnessed enthusiastic participation from 35 teams representing
colleges affiliated with Mangalore Universily. Addressing the
gathering at the inaugural ceremony, Dr Gerald Santhosh Dsouza,
Director of Physical Education, Mangalore University, highlighted the
importance of sports in fostering discipline, self-confidence and team
spirit. He emphasised thal sporting activities play a vital role in
maintaining physical fitness and congratulated all the athletes
participating in the tournament.Rev. Dr Alwin Serrao, Principal of
Milagres College, urged the participants to uphold the values of
sportsmanship and discipline while making the best use of
competitive platforms to showcase their talents, He observed that the
regular organisation of sporting events would encourage students to
maintain good physical health and develop a competitive spirit. As
part of the programme, national-level kabaddi players Sal Prasad
and MNasir Ammi Kuppetti were felicitated In recognition of their
achievements in the sporl. The inaugural programme was attended
by Nawaz Naringana, President of Naringana Grama Panchayat, Dr
Prasanna Kumar B K., Tournamenl Observer: Harish Alva, national-
level kabaddi player, Melwin Vas, Principal of Milagres Pre-
University College; Aakash Shetty, Director of Physical Education al
Milagres College and Event Coordinator; and Pratheeth Salyan,
Sports Secretary, The tournament featured intense and exciting
matches, with leams displaying impressive strength, agility,
coordination and teamwork throughout the two-day competition. D,
Vedavyas Kamath, MLA of Mangaluru South, attended the
valedictory programme, extended his best wishes to the participating
players and distributed prizes lo the winning leams. Tournameni
Results: First Place: Sri Dharmasthala Manjunatheshwara
Autonomous College, Ujire. Second Place: Milagres College,
Mangaluru. Third Place: Sri Gokarnanatheshwara College of
Education, Mangaluru. Fourth Place: Nehru Memarial College,
Sullia. The programme commenced with a welcome address by
Shravya M., Lecturer in Hindi. Aakash Shetty, Event Coordinator and
Diractor of Physical Education at Milagres Collage, proposed the
vote of thanks, while Priya Bhat, Lecturer in English, compered the
programme. The two-day sporling event provided an excellent
platform for young kabaddi players to demonstrate their abilities,
strengthen team spirit and develop a passion for competitive sports,

gaint Agnes PU College Marks Rajyotsava with Cultral Exravaganza

[ w ! - TR . ol
Saint Agnes PU College celebrated Karnataka Rajyotsava with
enthusiasm and patriotic fervour, showcasing the stale's rich cultural
heritage through a series of colourful performances by students. The
programme highlighted Karnataka's glorious history, Kannada
language, folk traditions and artistic legacy. Students presented a
variety of cultural performances, including vibrant folk dances that
reflected the diversity and traditions of the state, Yakshagana, with its
elaborale coslumes, expressive movemenis and mythological
themes, was one of the major atiractions of the celebration, captivat-
ing the audience with its traditional grandeur. Another highlight was a
dance-drama depicting the glorious Vijayanagara Empire and the
architectural splendour of Hampi. The presentation paid tribute to the
remarkable contributions of the Vijayanagara period o Kannada
literature, architeclure, music and fine arts. The performances,
meticulously prepared and presented by the students, offered a
glimpse into Karmataka's rich historical and cultural legacy. The
ceiebration concluded with the gathering singing the Kamataka State
Anthem in unison, reaffirming their pride in the state’s language,
identity and heritage. Manishka and Thanmay compered the
programme, while Lavita welcomed the gathering and Laxmi pro-
posed the vote of thanks. Principal Sr Norine Dsouza, Vies Principal
Sr Janet Sequeira, Convenors Shailaja and Ms Carol, members of the
teaching and support staff, and students were present on the occa-
Sh0n.
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